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Hello again. Last time we saw a surprise twist in the protracted period of hostilities 
between the kingdoms of Castile and Aragon, with the King of Castile, Pedro the Cruel, 
being murdered by his half-brother Enrique. Enrique had been fighting against Castile for 
Aragon and had taken advantage of the deep levels of dislike for Pedro the Cruel amongst 
his subjects to make a play for the Castilian crown. With Pedro the Cruel out of the picture, 
Enrique is now ruling Castile as King Enrique II, first in line of the new house of 
Trastamara. 
 
Now, in an ideal world, the death of Pedro the Cruel and the rise to power of Enrique 
would see a period of peace settle upon the Iberian peninsula. During the 14th century, 
though, hardly anything ideal happened, so instead Enrique's term as the King of Castile 
will see a series of wars break out across the peninsula which will end up lasting for 
decades. These wars will be fought predominantly amongst the Christian kings, as they 
attempt to take advantage of instability in Castile to gain territory for themselves before 
Enrique can consolidate his hold on power. While the Christians were busy brawling in the 
north, down in the southern part of the peninsula the ruler of Granada, Muhammad V, will 
be steadily working to improve the fortunes of his Muslim realm. 
 
The hostilities between Castile and Aragon, which we have spent the past three episodes 
covering, are in a sort of a holding pattern for the moment as both kingdoms adjust to 
having Pedro of Aragon's ally Enrique occupying the Castilian throne. What is occupying 
Enrique's mind at the moment, in addition to hoping that he can cling on to power in 
Castile, are the actions of Castile's neighbour to the west, Portugal. Back in the year 1367, 
two years before Enrique murdered Pedro the Cruel, the King of Portugal, Pedro I, fell 
seriously ill, then died aged 47. At the time of his death, Pedro of Portugal was father to 
two living children by his wife Constanza, a daughter named Maria and a son called 
Fernando, along with three living children with his mistress Inês de Castro, whom he had 
posthumously elevated to the position of Queen, two boys and a girl. The oldest living son 
of King Pedro, 22-year-old Fernando, was crowned as King Fernando I of Portugal in 
1367. However, when Enrique murdered Pedro the Cruel two years later in 1369, King 
Fernando of Portugal claimed that he, Fernando, was now the legitimate King of Castile, 
as well as the King of Portugal. He staked his claim to the Castilian throne on the grounds 
that he was the great grandson of King Sancho IV of Castile, and as such deserved the 
Castilian crown more than Enrique. 
 
Of course, merely stating that he, Fernando, was the true King of Castile wasn't going to 
be enough to secure Fernando the Castilian crown. He had to gain enough support 
amongst the Castilian people to force Enrique off the throne. He found some such support 
in the form of a group of royal Castilian partisans who had stayed loyal to their murdered 
King Pedro and who had refused to recognise Enrique as their new King. Several groups 
of partisans had secured themselves inside fortresses in the borderlands between Castile, 
Portugal, Navarre, and Aragon. The most brazen partisan was the master of the Order of 
Calatrava, a man called Martin Lopez de Cordoba, who, along with two illegitimate sons of 
Pedro the Cruel, was holding out in a fortress at Carmona near Seville, which apparently 
was also stocked with a decent portion of the royal treasury. The partisans had been 
opposing Enrique from their renegade fortresses, but the one thing they lacked had been 



an alternate King who could rule Castile after the partisans had forced Enrique to 
relinquish the crown. They found their candidate in King Fernando of Portugal, who 
likewise found in the partisans men who could work to build support for Fernando inside 
Castile. Portugal mobilised forces in support of the partisans, sending a fleet of ships to 
blockade Seville while moving into Galicia and occupying a number of Castilian towns. 
 
While King Enrique was moving to confront the Portuguese threat, difficulties broke out on 
another front. His former ally King Pedro of Aragon was upset that Enrique had reneged 
on his promise to hand over a number of towns in the borderlands between Castile and 
Aragon in return for Aragon's assistance in placing Enrique on the Castilian throne. King 
Pedro of Aragon didn't go so far as to take up arms against Enrique, but he did the next 
best thing. He reached out to King Fernando of Portugal and indicated that he would 
support Portugal's bid to take the Castilian throne on the condition that Castile would hand 
a number of regions, including Murcia, over to Aragon should King Fernando manage to 
rule Castile. The slippery King of Navarre, King Carlos, decided to join this alliance, 
pledging Navarre's support for Portugal. To emphasise his new allegiance, King Carlos 
seized a number of towns in the borderlands between Navarre and Castile. 
 
Reinforcing the fact that King Enrique of Castile had exactly no friends or allies on the 
Iberian peninsula, Muhammad V of Granada also made clear his allegiance. Muhammad 
had been an ally of the man King Enrique had murdered to gain the throne, Pedro the 
Cruel, so it probably came as no surprise to anyone when Muhammad refused to 
acknowledge Enrique as the true King of Castile, forming alliances instead with Portugal 
and Aragon. Shortly after all these alliances were formalised, Muhammad decided to take 
advantage of the fact that Enrique was now distracted by enemies on many fronts to 
mobilise against the Castilian-held town of Algeciras. In July of 1369 he led a large army to 
the town, and after only two days of fighting the Muslim forces managed to breach the 
defensive walls of the city, seizing it and killing many of its inhabitants. Muhammad then 
busied himself switching the city back from a Christian stronghold to a Muslim one and 
restoring the city's main mosque, which had been converted into a church, back to its 
original state. Deciding to make the most of Enrique's distractions, Muhammad then used 
Algeciras as a base from which to launch lucrative raids into Castilian territory to the south 
of Seville and Cordoba. 
 
So what was Enrique doing to push back against all of these threats? Well, he personally 
led a force into Galicia to confront aggression from Portugal, while simultaneously 
dispatching troops southwards to deal with the Muslim raids. Probably sensibly, King 
Fernando of Portugal decided not to confront Enrique on the battlefield. Instead, he 
withdrew back from Galicia into Portugal, enabling Enrique to re-secure the territory which 
Portugal had taken. Deciding that while he was there, he might as well teach Fernando a 
lesson, Enrique didn't stop at the Galician border. He crossed over into Portugal, annexing 
some territory in the borderlands, including the town of Braga. 
 
In spring of the following year Enrique terminated his arrangement with the French 
mercenaries whose services he had acquired. He paid them off and sent them back to 
France. In his book “A History of Medieval Spain”, Joseph O'Callaghan asserts that 
Enrique may have done this as a concession to the Castilian Cortes. Just as they had 
done in their native France, the mercenaries had become a mixed blessing in Castile. 
While they were extremely effective fighters and had been instrumental in Enrique being 
able to raise himself onto the Castilian throne, many of them had spent their downtime 
terrorising Castilian civilians, stealing their stuff, and generally making a complete 
nuisance of themselves. This had become such a problem that many Castilian towns had 



raised the issue with the Castilian Cortes which had passed the concern on to Enrique. 
Deciding that this provided him with a perfect opportunity to win some of the hearts and 
minds of the Castilian people, Enrique not only ordered the French mercenaries to leave 
Castile, he installed a system across various towns and cities designed to bring law and 
order to the towns and punish wrongdoers. France was likely happy to welcome the 
mercenaries back to French soil as the Hundred Year War between France and England 
had kicked off once again, a conflict which will soon embroil Enrique of Castile. 
 
Prior to becoming drawn into the lengthy conflict between England and France though, 
Enrique had plenty of trouble to deal with in his own neck of the woods. A bit of good luck 
landed his way in May of the year 1370 in the form of Muhammad of Granada deciding to 
secure his acquisition of Algeciras by negotiating an eight year long truce between himself 
and Enrique. This enabled Enrique to focus on the Portuguese threat, which he did 
successfully, managing to break the Portuguese blockade of Seville in summer of the year 
1370. This in turn led to a round of peace negotiations between Portugal and Castile which 
were successfully concluded in March of 1371, with Fernando agreeing to marry Enrique's 
eight-year-old daughter Eleanor to seal the deal. However, over the next few months, King 
Fernando fell for the wife of one of his courtiers, a woman named Leonor Teles. Fernando 
forced Leonor to separate from her husband and successfully procured a dissolution of her 
marriage, leaving Fernando free to marry her, which he did in 1372. This threatened to 
torpedo the alliance between Portugal and Castile, but in the end the two sides agreed that 
a number of Castilian towns, which were to be handed over to Portugal as part of Eleanor 
of Castile's dowry, would remain in Castilian hands. 
 
Having made peace with Granada and Portugal, King Enrique then attempted to subdue 
the remaining bands of Castilian partisans. He managed to defeat them all save for Martin 
Lopez de Cordoba, who was still barricaded inside the fortress in Carmona with two of 
Pedro the Cruel's illegitimate children. Enrique surrounded the fortress and eventually 
Martin realised that the situation was hopeless. He reached out to Enrique and asked for 
terms, requesting that should they surrender, he, Martin, along with Pedro the Cruel's 
offspring, should be allowed to leave the Kingdom of Castile and remain in permanent 
exile. Enrique agreed to these terms, and the fortress surrendered. Enrique though failed 
to honour the terms of the surrender. Instead he ordered Martin to be seized, then 
beheaded, and he imprisoned Pedro's children instead of letting them leave the realm. 
 
Next in line for conflict resolution was Navarre. King Carlos of Navarre still held a number 
of Castilian possessions in the borderlands between Castile and Navarre, and Enrique 
wanted them back. Carlos and Enrique ended up agreeing that the papacy should decide 
which kingdom should keep the fortresses. The papal arbitration ended up going Castile's 
way, with King Carlos being forced to hand back the possessions to Enrique. He did so 
and peace was declared between Navarre and Castile. 
 
That just left Aragon. Conflict between Castile and Aragon was not the only headache 
currently facing King Pedro of Aragon though. Trouble had kicked off in Majorca in the 
form of James IV, who was attempting to stage a comeback and install himself on the 
throne of Majorca. Back in Episode 130 we saw Pedro of Aragon declare James IV's 
father, James III, who at that time was the King of Majorca, a contumacious vassal. Pedro 
then formally confiscated the Kingdom of Majorca in the year 1343, absorbing it into the 
crown of Aragon. You might recall that King James III attempted to seize his throne back in 
the year 1349 but died in battle. Fast forward thirty or so years, and now the dead king's 
son, who is also named James, is intent on avenging his father and seizing the Majorcan 
crown from Aragon. 



 
Back in the year 1362, James had married Joanna of Naples, who was fully supportive of 
James's bid to claim Majorca. Joanna, the Queen of Naples, had been an ally of James's 
father and was ten years older than him. By marrying the Queen of Naples, James may 
have expected to have been crowned as the King of Naples, but unfortunately for 
everyone, James apparently struggled with mental health issues. He had been captured 
by Pedro of Aragon shortly after his father's death and had been held for over a decade in 
close confinement before escaping in the year 1362. Apparently his extended period in 
captivity had rendered him unsound to become the King of Naples. Despite this fact, he 
regularly attempted to insert himself into issues of governance in Naples. It might have 
been for this reason that Queen Joanna encouraged him to travel to Catalonia in 1374 to 
try to stir up support for a comeback. By this time, Pedro of Aragon had settled his 
differences with Enrique of Castile, and the two kingdoms were at peace. This left Pedro 
free to deal with James, who by the year 1375 was attempting to conquer Roussillon. His 
attempt failed and James died later in the year 1375. 
 
So the upshot of all of this is that the peninsula now appears to be at peace, with Enrique 
of Castile having resolved his differences with the other rulers on the peninsula. Enrique is 
about to be hit with a curveball though, as, in a plot twist which no one saw coming, 
England is about to lay claim to the crown of Castile. 
 
Before we turn to that shock development though, we are going to turn our gaze 
southwards. Join me next time as we take a closer look at the rule of Muhammad V of 
Granada. Until next time, bye for now. 
 
 
This podcast is powered by Patreon. If you can spare $1 per month and would like to 
support this podcast, go to patreon.com and search for “History of the Crusades”, or go to 
our website, crusadespod.com, and click on the Patreon link. Your $1 contribution will 
mean you get access to an extra episode every fortnight on topics related to the Crusades, 
and it means that you are powering the History of the Crusades podcast. Thank you to all 
who have signed up so far. 
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