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Hello again. Last time we followed the exploits of the kings on the Iberian peninsula, three 
of whom are currently named Pedro. King Pedro of Portugal and King Pedro of Castile, 
who we have been calling by the name allocated to him by history, Pedro the Cruel, have 
been up to some interesting antics, with both of them oddly declaring that they had 
previously secretly married their respective deceased mistresses, meaning both those 
mistresses were actually secretly queens during their lifetimes, an action which has 
rendered the children of those unions eligible to inherit the crowns of their respective 
realms. We discussed the fact that Pedro of Portugal and Pedro of Castile were at war 
with the other Pedro ruling in the peninsula, King Pedro IV of Aragon. By the end of the 
last episode, Pedro the Cruel of Castile had managed to gain himself some extra allies in 
anticipation of the next round of hostilities against Pedro of Aragon. Castile now has 
Portugal, Granada, Navarre, and England in its corner. So does that mean that Castile is 
now in a position to prevail in its war against Aragon? Well, we are about to find out. 
 
The war recommenced in the year 1362 when Pedro the Cruel and his army invaded 
Aragon. Castilian aggression against Aragon continued for the next year or so and was 
pretty successful, with Castile scoring a number of towns inside Aragon in the borderlands, 
enough territory in fact that Castile might have even had a shot at taking the city of 
Zaragoza. Deciding that that might be a bit ambitious, Pedro the Cruel instead turned his 
forces southwards, where they conquered more Aragonese towns. Believing that things 
had now gone far enough, the papal legate intervened, and a peace treaty was concluded 
between the two kingdoms in June of the year 1363. 
 
Both kings used the period of peace which followed the signing of the truce to shore up 
their positions in preparation for the next round of hostilities. Pedro the Cruel of Castile 
began planning for an invasion of Aragon's territory in Valencia, while Pedro of Aragon, 
who seemed to be in a bit of a panic about the losses he had suffered, did a spot of regal 
house cleaning, eliminating all of the personnel inside his administration whom he believed 
responsible for Aragon's failures. One of the victims of this purge was Pedro of Aragon's 
half-brother Fernando. You might remember back in episode 132, Fernando had fled from 
Aragon to Castile, homeland of his mother, Eleanor of Castile. However, the hostile actions 
of Pedro the Cruel had led to Fernando returning to Aragon and pledging fealty to Pedro of 
Aragon. Fernando had since worked tirelessly and very effectively for the Aragonese 
crown. However, Fernando's ambitions had recently caused both Pedros, Pedro of Aragon 
and Pedro of Castile, to question his usefulness. In his book “A History of Medieval Spain” 
Joseph O'Callaghan contends that Fernando had by this time expressed interest in 
asserting his right to the crown of Castile and that King Pedro of Aragon's execution of 
Fernando may have taken place with Castilian encouragement. 
 
The ambitions of another royal half-brother were also becoming apparent. This particular 
half brother was Enrique, the Count of Trastamara, the eldest son, along with his twin 
brother Fadrique, of Pedro the Cruel's father's mistress, Eleanor de Guzman. In the last 
episode we saw Fadrique and some of his younger brothers executed by Pedro the Cruel. 
Pedro the Cruel wasn't able to execute Enrique though because Enrique was in Aragon 
helping Pedro of Aragon defend his kingdom against Castilian aggression. 
 



At the time of the truce of 1363 Enrique was 29 years of age, and you would have to say 
that he was a very ambitious man. In the last episode we saw Enrique defeated in battle 
by Pedro the Cruel and imprisoned. We also saw him busted out of prison, whereupon he 
fled to France. When hostilities recommenced between Castile and Aragon, Pedro of 
Aragon managed to convince Enrique to return from France to once again fight Castile on 
behalf of the Kingdom of Aragon. Enrique agreed to help out on the condition that Pedro of 
Aragon would support Enrique in a future venture involving Enrique pushing Pedro the 
Cruel off the Castilian throne and taking the crown for himself. 
 
No-one was surprised when the peace treaty collapsed a few months after it was signed, 
with the conflict between Castile and Aragon resuming once again when Castile attacked 
Valencia. Aragon pushed back, but unlike what had taken place during the war to date, 
Pedro of Aragon wanted to do more than just defend his territory; he wanted to score 
some hits against Castile itself. Of course, Enrique was more than happy to do this, as 
was Aragon's new ally Navarre, King Carlos the Bad of Navarre having flipped sides 
during the recent period of peace. 
 
In order to wage a war of aggression, Pedro of Aragon realised he would need more 
troops, so while the peace treaty had been in place, he had negotiated with King Charles V 
of France for the French crown to send a whole bunch of French mercenaries over to 
Aragon. This was a win for everyone. Hostilities between France and England in the 
Hundred Years' War had temporarily ceased three years ago under the terms of a treaty. 
This had left the fighting men of France with little to do other than to turn themselves into 
roaming bands of brigands who attacked their fellow French citizens and took their stuff, 
as well as causing general mayhem and destruction. Exporting these men to Aragon 
seemed to solve a whole lot of problems for both kingdoms on either side of the Pyrenees. 
 
When the fighting between Castile and Aragon resumed, Castilian forces made some 
progress in Valencia and even managed to besiege the city of Valencia. But Pedro the 
Cruel ordered the siege to be lifted when Aragonese forces approached, then he withdrew 
his army from the area. Early in the year 1366, Enrique, at the head of the French 
mercenary troops, invaded Castile. He seized some territory, then after having formed an 
alliance with some Castilian noblemen, he was proclaimed King of Castile. Of course there 
already was a King of Castile, Pedro the Cruel, but Pedro had made enough enemies 
amongst his subjects and had done enough cruel deeds that it wasn't difficult for Enrique 
to win widespread support. Pedro the Cruel moved from Burgos to Toledo, then to Seville, 
desperately trying to muster enough support to enable him to attack Enrique. It didn't work. 
Having run out of options in Castile, Pedro the Cruel travelled to Portugal, where he 
attempted, also unsuccessfully, to get his ally Pedro of Portugal to attack Enrique. 
 
With his options rapidly shrinking, the by now pretty desperate Pedro the Cruel jumped 
aboard a ship and sailed for Bordeaux, which at that stage in the Hundred Years' War 
belonged to England and was in fact the seat of power of England's territories in France. 
Present in the city of Bordeaux at this point was Edward the Black Prince, heir to the 
English throne. Pedro the Cruel explained the fact that England's enemy, France, had 
helped Pedro's enemy, Aragon, to raise a pretender onto the throne of Castile. In return for 
promising England the town of Bilbao and some other territory along the Bay of Biscay 
which England presumably would be able to annex to its own territory along the French 
side of the bay, the Black Prince agreed to join with Pedro of Castile to confront and defeat 
Enrique. 
 



The English forces decided to invade Castile by marching through Navarre. Remember, 
King Carlos the Bad of Navarre had originally been allied to Pedro the Cruel but had 
flipped sides and now supported Aragon. Carlos had promised Enrique that Navarre would 
block the English troops and prevent them from crossing into Castile, but instead of 
holding to this pledge, he decided not to take sides and instead effectively just watched on 
as the English troops marched unopposed through Navarre. 
 
The English forces and the Castilians fighting under Pedro the Cruel clashed with the 
French mercenary forces and the Castilians fighting under Enrique at Najera, in the 
borderlands between Castile and Navarre, in April of 1367, and the English prevailed. 
Enrique escaped and fled the battlefield while many of the French mercenaries and 
Castilian rebels were captured. True to his name, Pedro the Cruel wanted to execute them 
all on the spot, but the Black Prince overruled him. Joseph O'Callaghan notes that the 
reason the Black Prince showed mercy to the prisoners was partly because he was a 
chivalrous person, much more so than Pedro the Cruel, but mostly because he wanted to 
ransom the prisoners and keep the funds. Pedro then argued that he should be able to 
keep some of the proceeds if the prisoners were to be spared, and the relationship 
between the two men grew strained. At this point in time, the Black Prince, and in fact 
many of the English fighters, were sick with dysentery, so in the end the Black Prince and 
all of the English fighters withdrew back to Bordeaux. 
 
Pedro the Cruel then attempted to reassert his position as King of Castile, not by pleasing 
his subjects or being nice to anyone, but by doing the opposite. He punished mercilessly 
all those he believed had betrayed him and tried to ensure the continued loyalty of some 
Castilian towns by taking hostages from them, which was probably not the best way to 
hold on to power. Realising that Pedro the Cruel was by now very adept at losing friends 
and alienating people, Pedro the Cruel's ally, the Black Prince, switched Pedro's, moving 
his support, like King Carlos of Navarre had done, from Pedro of Castile to Pedro of 
Aragon, which made the next round of hostilities much more interesting. 
 
In September of 1367, Enrique, having secured more French troops, moved from France 
back into Castile, and pretty quickly he won pledges of support from some major Castilian 
towns including Burgos, Cordoba, and Jaen. While Enrique had appeared to secure parts 
of the centre and the southern regions of the Kingdom of Castile, Pedro continued to 
dominate the north; Galicia and Asturias remained loyal to their king. Enrique then focused 
on securing the jewel in the Castilian crown, the city of Toledo. By this time, Pedro the 
Cruel and his forces were in the southernmost portion of his kingdom. Deciding to march 
northwards to confront Enrique at Toledo, Pedro and his army set off. Receiving word that 
Pedro was headed towards Toledo, Enrique and his forces marched southwards to 
confront the royal troops. They met at a place called Montiel, where Pedro had lodged at a 
fortress belonging to the Order of Santiago, which was located in the town. The two armies 
met outside the town, and the end result of what became known as the Battle of Montiel 
was an easy defeat by Enrique of Pedro's forces. 
 
With his army having been thoroughly trounced, Pedro the Cruel himself raced to the 
fortress inside Montiel and secured himself inside the building. However, he quickly 
discovered that the fortress contained few supplies, meaning that a relatively short siege 
by Enrique would result in Pedro either starving to death or being forced to surrender, so 
Pedro decided that he needed to escape. 
 
Somehow he managed to get in touch with the commander of the French mercenary 
troops who had been fighting under Enrique's command, and he offered him 200,000 gold 



coins if he would help Pedro escape from the fortress. 200,000 gold coins was an 
astonishing sum. Just to give you an idea of how much this was, a family could exist in 
moderate comfort for the sum of twelve gold coins for an entire year. Put another way, one 
gold coin represented a month's wages for a skilled tradesman or farmer during this 
period, so 200,000 gold coins was an enormous amount of money. 
 
The mercenary commander though didn't take the bait. He told Enrique about the bribe, 
and Enrique promised to match the sum if the commander could play the role of double 
agent and lure Pedro out of the fortress. The commander agreed and they hatched a plan 
whereby the commander would escort Pedro from the fortress to Enrique's tent in the 
middle of the night, pretending that it was part of an escape plan. According to a 
chronicler, when Pedro entered the tent, Enrique wasn't in the tent himself but was nearby. 
When he was told that Pedro was waiting in the tent, Enrique entered, but he didn't 
recognise Pedro the Cruel, as it had been a while since both men had seen each other. 
Enrique asked twice whether the man in the tent was Pedro the Cruel, and twice Pedro 
responded in the affirmative, after which Enrique attacked Pedro with his dagger and killed 
him. Pedro the Cruel died of his wounds on the 23rd of March in the year 1369, aged 35. 
Shortly afterwards, Enrique was officially recognised as the new King of Castile, ruling as 
King Enrique II. 
 
Join me next time as Enrique finds out that ruling Castile wasn't as easy as seizing its 
crown. Until next time, bye for now. 
 
 
This podcast is powered by Patreon. If you can spare $1 per month and would like to 
support this podcast, go to patreon.com and search for “History of the Crusades”, or go to 
our website, crusadespod.com, and click on the Patreon link. Your $1 contribution will 
mean you get access to an extra episode every fortnight on topics related to the Crusades, 
and it means that you are powering the History of the Crusades podcast. Thank you to all 
who have signed up so far. 
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