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Castile versus Aragon, Part 2

Hello again. Last time we saw hostilities break out between Castile and Aragon. Both of
these kingdoms were being ruled by kings named Pedro, with King Pedro IV ruling in
Aragon and King Pedro |, whose nickname was Pedro the Cruel, ruling in Castile. We
ended the last episode in the year 1357, with a temporary truce having been declared in
the war between the two kingdoms, and with a new king rising to power in Portugal, who is
also named Pedro.

We last met Pedro of Portugal back in Episode 127, the family drama episode. Pedro of
Portugal's share of the family drama discussed in that episode was pretty impressive. You
might remember that as the fifteen year old heir to the Portuguese throne, Pedro was
betrothed to the seventeen year old Constanza, daughter of Juan Manuel. However, King
Alfonso Xl| of Castile wouldn't allow Constanza to leave Castile to attend the wedding,
instead imprisoning her inside various Castilian castles. This sparked a three year long
war between Portugal and Castile. Finally, in the year 1339, the matter was resolved and
Constanza was allowed to travel to Portugal to meet her new husband.

However, Pedro of Portugal fell deeply in love with one of his new wife’s ladies in waiting,
a Galician noblewoman named Inés de Castro, from the powerful Castro family. The fact
that his son and heir Pedro was publicly having an affair with a woman from a powerful
Castilian family caused all sorts of headaches for King Alfonso of Portugal. Determined to
bring an end to the dalliance, King Alfonso banished Inés from the Portuguese royal court.
That didn't work. Despite King Alfonso's best efforts, his son Pedro kept on seeing Ines,
defying his father and sparking a number of diplomatic crises. Then in the year 1345,
Pedro's wife Constanza died in childbirth.

At the time of his wife's death Pedro was living with Inés, despite the fact that King Alfonso
had banished her to a region near the Castilian border. During her lifetime, Constanza
produced two children with Pedro who had survived childhood, a daughter named Maria
and a boy named Fernando. Following Constance's death, Pedro petitioned his father for
permission to marry Inés. Unsurprisingly, King Alfonso refused to allow Pedro to marry
Inés, coming up instead with a list of names of eligible princesses whose marriage to his
son and heir Pedro would benefit the Portuguese realm. Pedro flat out refused to even
consider marrying any of the women on his father's list, demanding instead that he be
allowed to marry the love of his life, Inés. In defiance of his father, Pedro brought Inés out
of exile and began openly living with her. Even worse, he began elevating some of her
brothers to positions of influence inside his circle, using them as advisers.

King Alfonso apparently decided that this was the last straw. He simply could not tolerate
the possibility that, following his death, his son's royal court would be peopled with
members of the Castilian Castro family. The likelihood of Castile seizing control of the
Portuguese crown under his son's rule, or of civil war breaking out, caused King Alfonso to
decide that drastic action was required. In the year 1355, King Alfonso ordered three of his
knights to kill Inés. The three knights travelled to a monastery in Coimbra where Inés was
living with her young children and decapitated her, with some reports stating that she had
her head struck from her body in front of her children. Pedro, understandably, was
absolutely furious. He rebelled against his father, but King Alfonso, a powerful and



competent king who no doubt had prepared carefully for exactly this scenario, quickly put
down his son's rebellion and forced him to heel. Two years later the 66 year old King
Alfonso of Portugal died, and the now 37 year old Pedro was crowned as the King of
Portugal. The knights who had killed Inés sensibly fled to neighbouring Castile as soon as
King Alfonso had departed the scene.

The new King of Portugal found himself coming to power at a time when the two most
powerful Christian kingdoms in the peninsula, Castile and Aragon, were both shoring up
their positions and preparing their armies for another round of hostilities.

Over in Castile, Pedro the Cruel was beginning to earn his nickname. You may recall that
in the last episode, Pedro the Cruel had managed to get the better of his two half brothers,
the eldest sons of Eleanor de Guzman, the twins Fadrique and Enrique. Enrique had fled
to Aragon, while Fadrique, the Master of the Order of Santiago, had waved the white flag
and submitted to his half brother, the King. By the year 1358 though, Pedro the Cruel had
once again decided that Fadrique was committing treason against the crown, so he
ordered him to be arrested, then executed.

Then Pedro's focus turned to his aunt Eleanor of Castile. Eleanor, the loathed stepmother
of Pedro of Aragon, had sought refuge in Castile following the rise to power of her stepson
in Aragon, but it turns out that she probably would have been better off had she stayed put
in Aragon. Eleanor had originally arrived in Castile with her two sons, Fernando and Juan.
Fernando had seen the writing on the wall. Concerned about the intentions of his cousin
Pedro the Cruel, Fernando had begged forgiveness from his half-brother Pedro of Aragon
and had returned to Aragon, making himself useful and proving his worth to Aragon by
fighting Castilian forces in Murcia, as we mentioned in the last episode.

Eleanor's youngest son Juan remained behind in Castile and was the first to fall victim to
Pedro the Cruel. Pedro summoned Juan to the royal palace at Bilbao by encouraging him
to believe that he, Juan, was about to be bestowed with the lordship of Biscay or in
Spanish “Vizcaya”. Believing that his cousin King Pedro was going to elevate him to the
position of lord of this northern Basque province, Juan entered the palace unarmed. He
was then set upon by the king's men and was beaten to death. According to Joseph
O'Callaghan in his book “A History of Medieval Spain”, King Pedro then ordered Juan's
corpse to be thrown from a window onto the plaza below. King Pedro then apparently
yelled out to some residents of the city who were waiting in the plaza, and | quote “Here is
the Lord of Vizcaya you asked for” end quote. A year later, King Pedro arranged for
Eleanor of Castile herself to be killed.

While Pedro the Cruel was busy knocking off his relatives, active hostilities between
Castile and Aragon had recommenced. The truce between the two kingdoms had come to
an end in the year 1358. Pedro the Cruel attempted, with limited success, to dominate the
seas, while fighting broke out in the borderlands of Aragon and Valencia. Pedro the Cruel's
navy sailed up and down the Mediterranean coastline. Pedro seized some territory on the
coast near Murcia for Castile, then continued past Valencia all the way to Barcelona, which
he threatened, before returning home. Pedro the Cruel's half brother Enrique, fighting on
behalf of Aragon, scored some notable victories, claiming some territory from Castile. This
infuriated Pedro the Cruel, who took his rage out on two of Enrique's many siblings,
executing his brothers Juan and Pedro.

During the year 1360, Castile formed an alliance with Portugal. As part of the new pact
between the two kingdoms a sort of reverse prisoner swap was arranged. A number of



Castilians who had sought refuge in Portugal were handed back to Castile to face the
wrath of Pedro the Cruel. For its part, Castile handed back to Portugal the assassins of
Inés de Castro. The King of Portugal, who we should remember, had also earned the
nickname Pedro the Cruel, ordered the assassins of the love of his life to be publicly
executed. In a gruesome display, Pedro of Portugal ordered the hearts of the assassins to
be ripped out of their bodies during their execution, declaring that their actions had
destroyed his own heart. Oddly, Pedro of Portugal then convened a meeting of the
noblemen of his kingdom at which he revealed that he had secretly married Inés prior to
her death. Following this revelation, Inés’ body was exhumed and relocated to a more
suitable, sumptuous tomb, in acknowledgement of the fact that apparently she had
secretly been the Queen of Portugal prior to her death. | should point out that there is no
evidence that Pedro and Inés had actually been married; we only have Pedro's word for it,
which at the time was good enough.

Portugal also provided military assistance to Castile in its war with Aragon. Pedro the
Cruel of Castile then scored what must have been a very gratifying victory when he
defeated his half-brother Enrique in battle, taking him and imprisoning him at Najera. The
Papacy brokered a truce between Castile and Aragon in May of 1361. The fate of Enrique,
though, wasn't covered by the truce. His allies managed to break him out of his prison, and
he fled to France.

Shortly after the finalisation of the truce Pedro the Cruel apparently ordered the execution
of his wife Blanche of Bourbon. Blanche was now 25 years of age and had been kept
prisoner on the orders of her husband, the King of Castile, for the past eight years. In
recent times she had been transferred to a castle at Medina Sidonia, a place in which she
was assumed to have been safe from any rescue attempt by Aragon. The unfortunate
Blanche was executed in this castle on the orders of her husband. Strangely, Blanche's
rival, Pedro the Cruel's lover Maria de Padilla, died a few months after Blanche, in July of
1361, aged only 28, possibly due to the plague.

Taking a leaf out of his fellow King Pedro of Portugal's book, Pedro the Cruel summoned
the Cortes in Seville early in 1362 and told them that ten years ago he had secretly
married Maria. Maria's body was then exhumed from its humble resting place, and she
was re-interred in the royal chapel of the cathedral in Seville in recognition of her new
status as a member of the royal family. The assembly accepted Pedro's declaration that he
had married Maria in secret before he had married Blanche. Maria, not Blanche, was
therefore Pedro's first and only legitimate wife. The Cortes also accepted the fact that, due
to this secret marriage, the four children Pedro had by Maria de Padilla were legitimate
and could lawfully inherit the throne.

By this time, another truce had been arranged between Castile and Aragon. Pedro the
Cruel used the cessation of hostilities to attack one of his other neighbours, the Kingdom
of Granada. Pedro's ally, Muhammad V of Granada, had been deposed by his half-brother
Ismail back in the year 1359. Then Ismail himself was kicked off the throne by his cousin,
another Muhammad, who was now ruling Granada as Muhammad VI. As peace settled
over the Christian kingdoms, Muhammad V approached Castile and requested Pedro the
Cruel help him to regain his throne. Pedro threw himself enthusiastically into this venture,
ravaging Granada until the Muslims decided that they had had enough of Muhammad VI.
Muhammad VI was driven from power and, perhaps foolishly, Muhammad VI then travelled
to Seville to throw himself at the mercy of Pedro the Cruel. You can probably guess how
that worked out. Muhammad VI approached King Pedro and pleaded for salvation, but
instead of granting anything even vaguely resembling mercy, Pedro the Cruel personally



assaulted Muhammad VI, striking him with his lance. Muhammad and the 37 men who had
followed him to Seville were then all set upon and killed. Pedro the Cruel's ally Muhammad
V was then restored to the position of ruler of the Kingdom of Granada.

It was lucky for Pedro the Cruel that his ally was now ruling Granada, as it looked like
hostilities were about to kick off once again between Castile and Aragon. Searching
around for more allies, so he could deal a decisive blow to Pedro of Aragon, Pedro the
Cruel reached out to both England and Navarre. Queen Joan Il of Navarre had died of the
Black Death back in the year 1349, and Navarre was now being ruled by her son Carlos,
who was ruling as King Carlos Il of Navarre. Terrible kings seemed to be trending at this
point in time in the Iberian peninsula, and Carlos became known as Carlos the Bad.

Carlos had been raised almost exclusively at his parents' holdings in France. When he
was crowned as the King of Navarre aged only seventeen, he likely had little
understanding of the language spoken in Navarre. He had barely spent any time in
Navarre. He spoke French exclusively and was focused not on the small kingdom of
Navarre but on his French holdings. Specifically, Carlos was determined to prove that the
French crown had unjustly seized his mother's ancestral holdings in France. In fact,
Joseph O'Callaghan points out that Carlos wasn't just convinced that he was entitled to
extensive lands and titles across France. He also regularly made bids for the French
crown, claims that were pretty easily swatted away by the French royal court. Carlos was
so focused on his French ambitions that, save for a couple of quick visits, he spent the first
twelve years of his reign as King of Navarre almost exclusively in France. Carlos had
managed to leverage conflict between England and France in the One Hundred Years'
War to his advantage though, and by the year 1360 peace had broken out between
England and France, leaving Carlos available to join Castile in its fight with Aragon.

Join me next time as Pedro the Cruel joins with his new allies to attack Aragon. Until next
time, bye for now.
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