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Hello again. Last time we examined the Battle of Salado, one of the most significant 
battles of the Reconquista, which saw the Christians defeat a combined Moroccan and 
Granadan force which had been attempting to take Tarifa. The loss was a massively 
humiliating event for the Marinid Emir, who abandoned his wives, his children, and his 
treasure to the Christians as he fled the battlefield. The battle marks the end of significant 
Marinid involvement in the affairs of the Iberian peninsula and also heralded a period of 
decline for the Marinids. We should keep in mind though the fact that no one realised this 
at the time. Emir Abul Hasan was keen to redeem himself and will keep supporting the 
Muslims of Granada militarily, as the Muslims of northern Africa had done for many 
centuries. And of course, despite the fact that the Emir has fled back to northern Africa, the 
Marinids still hold significant possessions in Al-Andalus, most notably the vital port cities of 
Gibraltar and Algeciras. 
 
These two cities soon came into the crosshairs of the King of Castile. King Alfonso of 
Castile had been the primary driver of the successful crusade against Granada which had 
resulted in the Christian victory at the Battle of Salado. At the time of the battle, so in the 
year 1340, Alfonso of Castile was only 28 years old, and it's safe to say he held lofty 
ambitions for both himself and his kingdom. He not only wanted to secure Granada for 
Castile, he even advised the Papacy that he wanted to launch a crusade into northern 
Africa to secure parts of that continent for Christendom, after he had completed the 
reconquest of Spain. 
 
The first task on his to-do list, though, was to attack the cities of Gibraltar and Algeciras, to 
take them back from the Marinids. In April of the year 1341 he began his campaign by 
seizing strongholds in the border regions in the north and northwest of Granada before 
turning his attention to Algeciras. By the end of the year 1341 rumours were circulating 
that Emir Abul Hasan was preparing to send another huge force to the Iberian peninsula to 
avenge his loss at Salado. In January of the year 1342, Alfonso of Castile attended an 
assembly at Burgos in Castile in which he argued that it was essential for the future 
prosperity of Castile, and for Christendom as a whole, that Algeciras be taken, and he 
proposed levying a sales tax on all commercial transactions made in Castile for the period 
of a year to fund what he expected to be a lengthy siege of Algeciras. The assembly at 
Burgos consented to this proposal, and similar assemblies were held in major towns 
across the kingdom, with all of them ultimately agreeing to the tax. 
 
A few months later the Marinid Emir assembled a fleet of 80 warships at Ceuta with the 
aim of attacking the Christian ships patrolling the Strait of Gibraltar. As the Marinid navy 
mobilised out of northern Africa, thirteen ships sailed out of Algeciras to assist them. Ten 
Christian ships engaged those thirteen Muslim vessels in battle in the Bay of Gibraltar, and 
the Christians were victorious, with four Muslim ships being sunk, two being seized, and 
the remaining ones being run aground. Happily for King Alfonso of Castile, one of the 
ships was carrying a quantity of gold and silver intended as payment for the Muslim troops. 
Alfonso of Castile took the money and added it to his war chest. With the aid of Aragonese 
vessels, the Marinids were also defeated in a number of naval battles which took place in 
the middle of the year 1342. 
 



With the Marinids pushed back to northern Africa for now, Alfonso of Castile decided to 
commence his siege of Algeciras. In January of 1342 he set out from Jerez at the head of 
a large army consisting of 2,600 knights, 4,000 crossbowmen, men from various military 
Orders, and a number of senior clerics, including the Archbishop of Toledo. In August, the 
Castilian forces arrived outside Algeciras, set up camp, and began their siege of the town. 
 
Algeciras was going to be challenging to defeat. It was heavily fortified, was surrounded by 
a formidable wall and a moat, and was being defended by around 30,000 Muslim fighters, 
which included around 2,000 archers. Algeciras itself was divided into two separate 
fortifications, one on either side of a river with the eastern walls of both fortifications 
running along the coast of the Bay of Gibraltar, making a complete isolation of the city 
difficult. The citizens of Algeciras were well supplied with food and weaponry, and small 
boats supplying additional equipment frequently managed to dock at the city during the 
night, making things even more challenging for the besiegers. The Christians managed to 
blockade the town by land and attempted to do the same by sea, but Joseph O'Callaghan 
reports, in his book “The Gibraltar Crusade”, defenders from inside Algeciras managed to 
launch projectiles at the Christians nearly every day of the siege. While the Castilians had 
traditional siege equipment at their disposal, including trebuchets and siege engines, the 
Muslims had cannon, and they shot iron cannon balls at the attackers, causing devastating 
damage to the Christian siege equipment when it scored a direct hit. It soon became 
apparent that this siege was not going to be ending any time soon. As the months dragged 
on, feeding the men inside the Castilian camp became problematic. The kings of Portugal 
and Aragon sent food to the camp so the siege could continue, while the naval blockade of 
the waters surrounding Algeciras was tightened. 
 
The siege was still underway, with no end in sight, in January of 1343, when Yusuf of 
Granada made a move. There had been concerns for some time that Emir Abul Hasan 
might join forces with Yusuf and come to the aid of Algeciras. While this didn't end up 
happening, some Marinid fighters did combine with Yusuf to stage an attack on Castilian 
possessions around Ecija, to the north of Granada's borders. Fighters from Cordoba and 
Seville rode to confront the Muslims who were eventually forced to withdraw. A month later 
though, Yusuf returned and besieged a castle belonging to the Order of Santiago. 
 
It was against this backdrop that in February of 1343 Alfonso of Castile's advisers urged 
him to seek peace terms with Yusuf to bring the siege to an end. Yusuf was willing to 
engage in negotiations, but the talks broke down when Alfonso insisted on including a 
condition that Yusuf break all of his ties with the Marinids and allow Castile to continue the 
siege without interference. Unsurprisingly, Yusuf refused to consider those terms, and 
once the discussions were over Yusuf returned northwards, resuming his attacks on 
Castilian possessions. 
 
It was likely that many people at this time, from both Granada and Castile, were wondering 
why Emir Abul Hasan hadn't come to the rescue of his troops inside Algeciras. The reason 
was he was trying to suppress a serious rebellion staged by one of his sons. At one point 
Abul Hasan even offered half of his realm to his son if he would stand down. However, his 
son refused, and eventually the Emir ordered his son to be beheaded, which ended the 
rebellion but didn't leave the Emir feeling confident enough about his domestic situation to 
send a sizeable military force over to the Iberian peninsula to save Algeciras. All he was 
able to spare was a small detachment of troops which arrived in April of 1343. 
 
Yusuf then led those men, along with his own army, towards Algeciras. On the 1st of May 
he set up camp around fifteen miles from the city. Alfonso of Castile sent an envoy to the 



Granada camp to inquire about Yusuf's intentions. As a result of this exchange, Yusuf 
offered to renew his vassalage to Castile and also resume the payment of tribute. 
Following a discussion with his advisers, King Alfonso rejected the offer. Yusuf didn't end 
up engaging the Castilian forces in battle and withdrew back to the city of Granada. 
 
Around this time, and for the following few months, assistance in the form of fighters from 
the other Christian kingdoms in the Iberian peninsula, and even from far away as England 
and France, began to arrive at the siege. Men from England and France were able to 
attend due to a lull in the Hundred Years War, which was currently being fought between 
England and France, but Joseph O'Callaghan reports that Alfonso of Castile was forced to 
separate fighters from different nationalities into teams to reduce the chances of internal 
conflict, with men from Navarre and France being kept away from the English and German 
fighters. 
 
The men from Navarre had arrived at the siege of Algeciras under the command of their 
King Philip of Navarre. Unfortunately, later in the summer, King Philip fell seriously ill. King 
Alfonso sent his personal physician over to treat him, but the Castilian doctor's advice 
clashed with that provided by the King of Navarre's own physician, whose advice was that 
the King should, and I quote “eat meat and drink wine every day and withdraw from the 
siege” end quote. King Philip did withdraw from the siege. He began the long journey back 
to Navarre, only to die at Jerez at the age of 37, leaving his widow, Queen Joan, as the 
sole ruler of Navarre. 
 
In summer of the year 1343, as the siege of Algeciras ticked over its one year mark, Yusuf 
sent emissaries to Morocco on a mission to convince the Marinid Emir to travel to Spain 
himself or at least send one of his sons to the peninsula with a sizeable army. This mission 
was ultimately unsuccessful, and Yusuf's envoys ended up visiting the Castilian camp 
outside Algeciras on their way back to Granada. They reported to Yusuf that the camp 
seemed well organised and there seemed to be plenty of food and supplies available to 
sustain the Christians. This of course was not news Yusuf wished to hear. 
 
The news wasn't entirely correct though. As summer wore on, conditions inside the 
Christian camp became hot and miserable, and by the end of August many of the northern 
Christians had decided to abandon the siege and return home. By the time spring rolled 
around, the Castilian camp was once again facing food shortages, and King Alfonso was 
finding it difficult to pay his men. Hearing that the Christian king was short of cash, Yusuf 
made another peace offer involving the pledge of a sum of money to compensate Castile 
for the expenses it had incurred at the siege. The offer was rejected, and in December of 
1343 Yusuf decided to make a move. Leading a force of around 10,000 Marinid and local 
Muslim troops, Yusuf mobilised out of Gibraltar to the Palmones River, which lies to the 
east of Algeciras. Assisted by a fleet of thirty ships, Yusuf and his forces attempted to 
cross the river but were confronted by the Castilian forces, who managed to push the 
Muslims back, then gave chase as they fled towards Gibraltar. 
 
By February of the year 1344 everyone was heartily sick of the siege of Algeciras and just 
wanted it to end. The Christians in the camp outside the city were enduring horrible 
conditions. Winter storms had destroyed many of their tents, and the strong winds had 
even brought down wooden huts which the Castilians had constructed. The winds were so 
severe that five Castilian ships had been wrecked while trying to enforce the blockade of 
the city inside the Bay of Gibraltar. Inside Algeciras things were even worse. The siege 
had now been underway for over eighteen months, and the city was on the verge of 
completely running out of food, with Muslim defenders beginning to die of starvation. 



 
On the 21st of March Yusuf made an offer of peace to King Alfonso, with terms including 
the Muslim defenders of Algeciras being able to leave the city with their possessions and 
the enactment of a truce between Morocco, Granada, and Castile for the next fifteen 
years. Yusuf also offered to resume paying tribute to Castile. Following further 
negotiations, Alfonso of Castile accepted the terms, although he reduced the period of 
peace to ten years. The truce was signed and the city of Algeciras was handed over to 
Juan Manuel, who accepted its surrender in King Alfonso's name. Most of its inhabitants 
shifted the short distance to the Marinid city of Gibraltar. Then on Palm Sunday, the 28th of 
May in the year 1344, King Alfonso of Castile officially entered the city as victor, in a 
procession which included the bishops and clerics who had joined the siege along with 
Castilian noblemen. Mass was celebrated in the great mosque of Algeciras, which had 
been rededicated as a church. 
 
Before withdrawing from Algeciras in early April, Alfonso left instructions for the city's 
defence and administration. With so many of its Muslim residents having left, King Alfonso 
distributed property to men who had participated in the siege in the hope that they might 
shift their families down from the north and move in to the newly Christian city. However 
Joseph O'Callaghan reports that, unfortunately, these incentives didn't really work. 
Probably unsettled by the fact that the Marinid city of Gibraltar was so close by and the 
fact that either the Marinids or the Muslims of Granada may one day try to retake the city, 
not many Christians took up the opportunity to make Algeciras their home. As such, the 
city's population dwindled steadily and, despite its favourable location on the Bay of 
Gibraltar, the city failed to thrive. 
 
Join me next time as King Alfonso of Castile turns his attention to the city of Gibraltar. Until 
next time, bye for now. 
 
 
This podcast is powered by Patreon. If you can spare $1 per month and would like to 
support this podcast, go to patreon.com and search for “History of the Crusades”, or go to 
our website, crusadespod.com, and click on the Patreon link. Your $1 contribution will 
mean you get access to an extra episode every fortnight on topics related to the Crusades, 
and it means that you are powering the History of the Crusades podcast. Thank you to all 
who have signed up so far. 
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