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Hello again. Last time we saw a ridiculous amount of family drama erupt inside the royal 
courts of Aragon, Castile, and Portugal. As of the year 1339, here is a quick summary of 
the state of play. Nineteen-year-old King Pedro IV is ruling successfully in Aragon, but his 
deep dislike of his stepmother, Eleanor of Castile, is causing him to distance himself from 
Aragon's former ally Castile. A three year long war between Castile and Portugal has now 
been resolved. As a result Alfonso of Castile has allowed Juan Manuel's daughter 
Constanza to travel to Portugal to formalise the marriage between herself and Alfonso of 
Portugal's son and heir Pedro. Pedro, however, has fallen for Constanza's lady in waiting, 
Inês de Castro. The marriage between Alfonso of Castile and Maria of Portugal, which 
sparked the war between Portugal and Castile, is still on rocky grounds, with Alfonso of 
Castile clearly preferring the company of his mistress, Eleanor de Guzman, to his queen 
Maria, who is the daughter of Alfonso of Portugal. However, Alfonso of Castile and Alfonso 
of Portugal have agreed to put their differences aside for the moment due to the recent 
actions of the Marinids. 
 
The current Emir of the Marinids, a man called Abul Hasan, currently holds both Gibraltar 
and the nearby port of Algeciras in Granada. He has spent the past few years expanding 
his territory in Morocco and has now turned his attention back to the Iberian peninsula. He 
has been telling anyone who will listen that he intends to revive the Almohad empire in 
Al-Andalus. Basically he has decreed that it is his divine calling to defeat the Christians in 
Spain and re-establish Muslim rule across all of the southern part of the peninsula. 
 
Unsurprisingly, this has set alarm bells ringing across the Christian kingdoms of the Iberian 
peninsula, so much so that it has forced all of the kings to put aside their differences and 
their family dramas, and combine forces to confront the new threat. King Pedro of Aragon 
has agreed to send Aragonese ships to the Strait of Gibraltar to patrol the waterway. 
Alfonso of Castile is also assembling his forces. He has sent an urgent message to Rome 
requesting crusading indulgences and financial assistance for the upcoming conflict 
against the Marinid Muslims, and fighters from across Christendom are currently making 
their way to Castile in answer to Alfonso of Castile's call to arms - men from Navarre, 
Aragon, and even from further afield across France. Castilian ships have also mobilised 
and have joined the Aragonese navy patrolling the Straits of Gibraltar. 
 
In the year 1340 the Marinid Emir began to send ships carrying men, arms, and provisions 
across the strait, causing the Moroccan navy to come into direct conflict with the Castilian 
and Aragonese ships which were attempting to blockade the waterway. In the skirmishes 
which followed the Moroccan fleet decisively defeated the combined Castilian and 
Aragonese navy, leaving the Emir free to transport a sizeable army from northern Africa to 
the Iberian peninsula. 
 
The Emir's first target was the strategically important port city of Tarifa on the 
southernmost tip of the Iberian peninsula, which was located on the Strait of Gibraltar just 
down the coast from the ports of Gibraltar and Algeciras. Yusuf of Granada pledged his 
assistance to the Emir, and in June of the year 1340 a combined Moroccan and Granadan 
force began a siege of Tarifa, which was at that time under the control of Castile. In his 
book “Kingdoms of Faith”, Brian Catlos reports that Emir Abul Hasan was so confident of 



being able to take Tarifa that he not only decided to personally lead the Marinid forces 
against the city, he chose to take his entire household with him - his wives, his children, his 
staff, his personal possessions, and his treasury - presumably so he could set up a base 
for himself inside Tarifa once it was taken. 
 
It soon became clear, though, that Tarifa wasn't going to go down without a fight. The 
Castilian defenders inside Tarifa successfully fended off the first few attempts by the Emir 
to take the city. Meanwhile, a sizeable Castilian army was making its way southwards 
towards the town. As the Christian forces drew closer to Tarifa, the Marinids withdrew from 
besieging the town and set themselves up for battle on the banks of a nearby river, the 
River Salado. Yusuf of Granada assembled his forces on an adjacent hill. On the 26th of 
October an army of 20,000 Christian fighters, led by Alfonso of Castile and Alfonso of 
Portugal, approached the Moroccan defensive position, and Alfonso of Castile dispatched 
a contingent of cavalry and foot soldiers further south to Tarifa to relieve the Castilian 
forces inside the city. The city at that time was only lightly defended by Moroccan troops, 
and the Castilians were able to enter the city without too much difficulty. 
 
On the 30th of October the Archbishop of Toledo blessed the Christian troops, and they 
prepared to take on the much larger Muslim force. Alfonso of Castile concentrated on 
attacking the Emir's Moroccan forces, while Alfonso of Portugal, who commanded less 
than 1000 knights, focused on the Granadan army of Yusuf I. Interestingly, the Portuguese 
vanguard was commanded by Juan Manuel, and the Portuguese troops, led by Juan 
Manuel, were amongst the first to see action, confronting a large contingent of Muslim 
cavalry men who were guarding a bridge crossing the River Salado. At the same time as 
the forces from Castile and Portugal began to engage the Muslim fighters, defenders from 
Tarifa mobilised out from the city to join the fight. In his book “The Gibraltar Crusade” 
Joseph O'Callaghan reports that knights from the Order of Santiago confronted forces led 
by the Emir's son and began to push them back. The Muslim lines broke and they fled, 
retreating back towards the Emir's camp. However, approaching the Emir's camp from the 
other direction were the fighters from Tarifa. Under attack from both sides, the Muslim 
troops tasked with defending the Emir's camp retreated, with half of them fleeing towards 
Algeciras and the other half racing to join the Emir's forces who were engaging the 
Castilian army nearby. 
 
Alfonso of Castile joined in the hand to hand combat which was taking place, with Joseph 
O'Callaghan reporting that he was hit by an enemy arrow which lodged, thankfully, not into 
the King himself but embedded itself in his saddle. Enraged by this, Alfonso of Castile was 
about to lead a suicidal charge straight into the Emir's lines when he was physically 
prevented from doing so by the Archbishop of Toledo, who seized the reins of the King's 
horse while he counselled him not to place himself in unnecessary danger. In the end, the 
King did end up leading a charge into the Emir's army, but the delay caused by the 
Archbishop was fortuitous, as it allowed time for the Castilians who had attacked and 
secured the Emir's camp to join in the fighting. 
 
Now being set upon from both sides, the Marinids began to scatter and flee. Their Emir 
desperately attempted to keep them together, but he was unable to do so. The entire 
Marinid force was soon in panicked disarray. Deciding he had no option other than to join 
them, Emir Abul Hasan also fled the battlefield, leaving behind his wives, his children, and 
his treasure, all of which were seized by the Christians. A Moroccan historian laid blame 
for the loss squarely on the shoulders of the Emir, stating, and I quote “the disgrace of this 
rout fell on Abul Hasan, who humiliated the head of Islam and filled the idolaters with joy” 
end quote. 



 
Even more embarrassing for the Emir was the fact that earlier in the day he had mocked 
his ally, the young King of Granada, for fleeing in a similar manner. Yusuf was by this time 
aged in his early twenties and was personally leading the Granadan forces. Before the 
Moroccans and the Castilians had clashed, the Portuguese had launched an assault on 
Yusuf's position. The fighting had swung to the advantage of the Portuguese after a relic of 
the True Cross had been brought to the battlefield. As the Granada fighters began to 
retreat Yusuf, easily spotted wearing a golden helmet, abandoned the battlefield. 
According to a chronicler, Emir Abul Hasan saw Yusuf retreat and yelled, and I quote 
“Look at that madman, that cowardly King of Granada, routed by the King of Portugal” end 
quote. The Emir really shouldn't have thrown shade at the ruler of Granada, as the Emir's 
later cowardly retreat was even more embarrassing and even more notorious. 
 
Shockingly, as the Christian fighters raced after the fleeing Muslim soldiers, cutting them 
down as they fled, many of the Emir's wives and children, who were trying to shelter from 
the action inside the overrun camp, were killed, including one wife, Fatima, who was the 
daughter of the King of Tunis. Other wives and children were taken alive, and all of the 
Emir's treasure was secured. Brian Catlos reports that so much gold was taken that it later 
caused the European gold market to dip significantly. The amount of loot scored from the 
battle was incredible, and there was plenty to go around. 
 
Alfonso of Castile was keen to hang around and attack the cities of Gibraltar and Algeciras 
while the Marinids were in disarray, but he only had enough food and provisions to feed his 
army for the next four days, so he had to be content with repairing the defences of Tarifa 
and re-securing it for Castile, before turning northwards and heading back home. 
 
Alfonso of Castile and Alfonso of Portugal held a sort of victory parade when they arrived 
at Seville. Banners captured from the Muslim armies were carried through the streets, 
along with treasure carried by captured Muslims. Joseph O'Callaghan describes the booty 
as, and I quote “great quantities of gold and silver, both in coins and in bars; gold and 
silver rings; jewellery and precious stones; cloth of gold and silk; swords garnished with 
gold and silver; spurs and belts of gold and silver; saddles, bridles, and tents of exquisite 
workmanship” end quote. The loot was divvied up between the victors at Seville, with 
Alfonso of Portugal scoring a bunch of distinguished Muslim captives who could be 
ransomed, including one of the Emir's sons, along with some swords, saddles, bridles, and 
spurs. The banners captured from Yusuf's defeat were also handed over to the King of 
Portugal, who took them back to Lisbon. The suit of armour worn by Alfonso of Portugal in 
the battle is currently preserved in the National Museum at Lisbon. Some of the captured 
banners were left in Seville, where they were displayed in the cathedral. Two of these have 
survived to this day, and according to Joseph O'Callaghan they are now being held in the 
sacristy of the cathedral in Seville. Some more banners, some captured horses and their 
Muslim riders, and other bits of booty were sent on to Avignon, where they were presented 
to Pope Benedict XII. 
 
As you can probably imagine, the homecoming for the Marinid Emir and for Yusuf of 
Granada was much different. The desperate Abul Hasan managed to get himself back 
across the Strait of Gibraltar to Ceuta, but the defeat was such a massive and humiliating 
event that he never really recovered from it. Muslim chroniclers estimated the Marinid 
dead to number in the hundreds of thousands. While this was clearly an exaggeration, the 
losses were significant. Joseph O'Callaghan reports that 60 ships were used to transport 
the Emir's army to Spain for the battle, while only 12 ships were needed to ferry the 
survivors back home. 



 
The Battle of Salado signalled the end of Marinid ambitions to conquer land in the Iberian 
peninsula. While the Marinids will continue to provide support to the ruler of Granada when 
requested, they will never again invade the peninsula with a significant force. The Straits of 
Gibraltar, following the battle, were pretty much ceded to the Christians, with the Genoese 
taking on much of the work of patrolling the waterway on behalf of the Kingdom of Castile. 
The Marinids themselves will now begin their period of decline, as the massive defeat of 
the northern African Muslims and the humiliating retreat by their Emir who abandoned his 
wives, children, and his treasure to the enemy will cause civil unrest to break out across 
Morocco as contenders for power took advantage of the deep unpopularity of the defeated 
Emir to attempt to seize power. 
 
The Battle of Salado is described by Joseph O'Callaghan as being, and I quote “one of the 
decisive battles of the Middle Ages” end quote, and it's definitely one of the most important 
battles of the Reconquista, marking a significant turning point in the fortunes of both the 
Christians and of the Muslims. As the victors from the battle returned home, and as Yusuf 
of Granada retreated to the city of Granada to lick his wounds and recover, Alfonso of 
Castile began planning his next conquest. Join me next time as the King of Castile 
attempts to take the city of Algeciras. Until next time, bye for now. 
 
 
This podcast is powered by Patreon. If you can spare $1 per month and would like to 
support this podcast, go to patreon.com and search for “History of the Crusades”, or go to 
our website, crusadespod.com, and click on the Patreon link. Your $1 contribution will 
mean you get access to an extra episode every fortnight on topics related to the Crusades, 
and it means that you are powering the History of the Crusades podcast. Thank you to all 
who have signed up so far. 
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