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Hello again. Last time, we saw Navarre return to self-rule as it split from the French crown 
and welcomed its new rulers, King Philip and Queen Joan. We also saw King Alfonso of 
Castile launch a crusade against Granada. The crusade ended up triggering an 
unexpected chain of events, with the decision by the young King of Granada, Muhammad, 
to invite the Marinids over to help push back against the Christians, resulting in the loss of 
Gibraltar. Gibraltar had been in Castilian hands. The fall of Gibraltar to the Marinids 
caused Alfonso of Castile to lose sight of the wider crusade and switch his focus solely to 
retaking Gibraltar. His ultimate failure to retake Gibraltar caused unrest to break out back 
home, so Alfonso of Castile made peace with young King Muhammad, who promised to 
pay tribute to Castile in return for the Christians withdrawing from Granada. The fact that 
young Muhammad had lost Gibraltar to the Marinids and had pledged fealty to Castile 
infuriated power players inside Granada, with the end result being the assassination of the 
young king. As we mentioned at the end of the last episode, King Muhammad's 
grandmother Fatima bint al-Ahmar immediately sprang into action and managed to install 
Muhammad's 15 year old younger brother Yusuf onto the throne of Granada in the year 
1332. 
 
Now, it's safe to say that the new young King of Granada and his regent grandmother are 
facing a lot of challenges. Let's just take a quick look at them. On the foreign front, 
Granada is being menaced by its Christian neighbours on the peninsula - Castile, Aragon, 
and Portugal - all of which are powerful kingdoms with powerful military forces. Its only 
Muslim ally, the Marinids of Morocco in northern Africa, have proven to be the sort of friend 
you invite over to your house, only to find they settle in and refuse to leave. The Marinids 
at this point in time have taken the strategically vital port of Gibraltar and are refusing to 
give it back to Granada. 
 
On the domestic front things are also quite dire. Factions inside the kingdom have been 
continually undermining the rule of Fatima and her grandsons. In his book “Kingdoms of 
Faith” Brian Catlos points out that Fatima's grandson Muhammad had been able to 
consolidate his rule to some degree by uniting the Kingdom of Granada against its 
common enemy, the crusading Christians, and by holding up the young ruler Muhammad 
as a champion of Islam who was waging a holy war against the infidel Christians. This 
narrative fell apart, though, when Muhammad made peace with the Castilians and pledged 
fealty to the Christian King of Castile, a move which caused such a degree of outrage that 
it resulted in Muhammad's assassination. Young Yusuf now needs to keep a lid on these 
factions and juggle his foreign and domestic concerns in a way which keeps him on the 
throne and keeps his kingdom intact. 
 
The good news is, with the help of his grandmother Fatima, who will live to the extremely 
impressive age of 90 before passing away in the year 1349, he will do this. In fact, Yusuf 
will rule for nearly two decades, and after a rocky start, his period of rule will later be seen 
as a sort of golden era in which literature and the arts flourished across Granada. He will 
also oversee the construction of the astonishingly beautiful Alhambra Palaces. 
 
Now, young Yusuf of Granada and his grandmother Fatima were pretty fortunate that, at 
the beginning of Yusuf's reign, the peace negotiated between his late brother Muhammad 



and Granada's Christian neighbours held. Basically at this time, all three Alfonsos were 
preoccupied with family dramas which ended up spilling out of their kingdoms and leading 
to conflict between themselves, with all three Alfonsos cranking the relationship discord 
dials inside their kingdoms up to ten. Alfonso of Castile wins the prize for the most 
dysfunctional family dynamics, with Alfonso of Aragon coming a close second. Seriously, if 
there were tabloid newspapers or social media back in 14th century Spain, everyone would 
have been having an absolute field day. So settle in for some top-notch drama. 
 
We will start with Alfonso of Aragon. At the time Yusuf ascended to the throne of Granada 
in the year 1332, Alfonso IV of Aragon was 33 years old. You might remember that his first 
wife Teresa had died in childbirth. He has children from his marriage to Teresa, his son and 
heir, the currently 13 year old Pedro, 14 year old Constance, and 11 year old James. 
Alfonso of Aragon has been married to his current wife, Eleanor of Castile, for three years, 
and they also have a child together, a 2 year old son named Fernando. Now you can 
probably already see the origin of Alfonso of Aragon's family drama. Alfonso's son Pedro 
from his first marriage is set to inherit the Aragonese crown, which is a very sore point for 
Alfonso's current wife Eleanor, whose son Fernando is set to inherit exactly nothing. 
 
So, shortly after Fernando's birth, Eleanor sprang into action. She managed to convince 
Alfonso of Aragon to carve out a significant portion of his kingdom and allocate it to baby 
Fernando. Baby Fernando became the Marquis of Tortosa and was also handed a number 
of towns in Valencia. This was contrary to established law and the rights of succession, 
and people from across the Kingdom of Aragon, and inside the region of Valencia in 
particular, were outraged by what they perceived to be the dismemberment of the 
territories of the kingdom. Their outrage was mostly directed towards Queen Eleanor who, 
as sister to Alfonso of Castile, was beginning to be seen as being in the Castilian rather 
than the Aragonese camp. 
 
Queen Eleanor urged her husband to crack down harshly on the protesters, saying, and I 
quote “My lord, my brother Alfonso, King of Castile, would not consent to this, but would 
behead them all” end quote; to which Alfonso of Aragon replied something to the effect of 
“we do things differently in Aragon, and our people, unlike the Castilians, have freedom of 
speech and the right to protest”. 
 
In addition to making herself an enemy of many of her subjects across Aragon, Queen 
Eleanor also made an enemy of her stepson, and heir to the throne of Aragon, Pedro. To 
put it mildly, they absolutely loathed each other. In the year 1331 Eleanor gave birth to her 
second child, another boy, named John. Once again Eleanor successfully lobbied for 
territory to be allocated from the royal lands to baby John. In January of the year 1336 
King Alfonso IV of Aragon died, aged only 36, and the now 16 year old Pedro was 
crowned as King Pedro IV of Aragon in Zaragoza. 
 
Was this bad news for his stepmother Eleanor? Yes, it absolutely was. By this time, 
Eleanor was personally administering the lands which had been allocated to her sons, and 
understandably King Pedro was pretty keen for her to give them back to the crown. 
Eleanor appealed to her brother Alfonso of Castile, who wrote to King Pedro requesting 
that he formally confirm his late father's bequests of land to Eleanor's sons. Pedro didn't 
respond to the request, but later moved to confiscate the revenue Eleanor had collected 
from her son's lands. However, his advisers have urged him to hold off seizing the lands 
from Eleanor by force, for the moment at least, as it would likely make an enemy of Castile 
and create domestic unrest across Valencia. 
 



We shall leave the Kingdom of Aragon with tensions simmering between King Pedro and 
his stepmum, and turn to Castile, because if you think the family drama in Aragon was 
bad, it's nothing compared to the chaos over in the Castilian royal court. 
 
King Alfonso XI of Leon and Castile was 21 years of age in the year 1332, the year in 
which Yusuf rose to power in Granada. While the past seven years of his rule as the King 
of Castile have been action-packed in the military and political sense, they have also been 
pretty dramatic so far as his personal relationships are concerned. You may recall that, at 
the beginning of his reign, Alfonso of Castile became betrothed to the very young daughter 
of Juan Manuel, before ditching her a couple of years later and marrying Maria of Portugal, 
who was the eldest daughter of King Alfonso IV of Portugal, in the year 1328. Also in the 
year 1328 a young Castilian noblewoman named Eleanor de Guzman became widowed 
after her 20 year old husband died unexpectedly. The 18 year old Eleanor found herself at 
the royal court in Seville at the same time as the newly married King. Young Eleanor was a 
very attractive woman. One thing led to another, and Eleanor ended up becoming Alfonso 
of Castile's mistress. 
 
Now, most men, when they take a mistress, tend to be discreet and keep the mistress to 
one side out of the limelight. Not so Alfonso of Castile. Over the next few years, Alfonso 
will appear in public more and more often with Eleanor, while his actual wife and Queen, 
Maria of Portugal, will fade into the background. By the early 1330s it was Eleanor, not 
Maria, who was mostly participating in the royal court and acting in the manner of a queen, 
while Maria spent more and more of her time in seclusion at a monastery in Seville. 
 
In the year 1334 Queen Maria gave birth to Alfonso of Castile's son and heir, a boy named 
Pedro. However, in what must have been a deeply humiliating event for Queen Maria, 
instead of joining his Queen to celebrate the birth of their son, Alfonso effectively left Maria 
and went to live full time with Eleanor. The following year, the deeply unhappy and 
embarrassed Maria left Castile and returned to Portugal, where she pleaded with her 
father, Alfonso of Portugal, to pressure her husband, Alfonso of Castile, to break off his 
relationship with Eleanor. Sensing an opportunity, Juan Manuel sidled over to Alfonso of 
Portugal and agreed to help Alfonso of Portugal bring down Alfonso of Castile. To seal the 
new alliance between Juan Manuel and Portugal, Juan Manuel offered the hand of his 
daughter Constanza in marriage to Alfonso of Portugal's eldest son and heir, Pedro. 
 
At this point in time young Constanza was around 17 years of age, and Pedro was aged 
around 15. As we've already mentioned, although she is still a teenager, Constanza has 
been betrothed before, to Alfonso of Castile. Constanza was only very young at the time of 
the betrothal, and Alfonso of Castile ended up breaking off the arrangement, making an 
enemy of Constanza's father, Juan Manuel. While Juan Manuel is in Portugal negotiating 
his alliance with Portugal, using his daughter as a bargaining chip, Constanza herself is in 
Castile. 
 
Juan Manuel managed to negotiate pretty favourable terms for the marriage, including a 
stipulation that lands under the control of the house of Manuel would remain with 
Constanza and not fall under the administration of Juan Manuel's enemy and Constanza's 
ex- betrothed, the King of Castile; that Juan Manuel would have unimpeded access to his 
daughter and would be able to visit her whenever he pleased; that the first born son of the 
marriage would inherit the crown of Portugal while the second born son would inherit the 
lands of House Manuel, which would be kept separate from the Portuguese crown. 
 



When Alfonso of Castile heard about the marriage contract which Juan Manuel had 
negotiated, he was not pleased. He was so not pleased that he decided to throw a 
spanner in the works by preventing Constanza from leaving Castile to travel to Portugal for 
her wedding. Poor Constanza ended up being effectively imprisoned inside a castle at 
Toro, with Alfonso of Castile hoping that keeping her there would mean the marriage would 
be unable to proceed. 
 
In the end, Alfonso of Portugal and Juan Manuel decided that the marriage ceremony 
would go ahead in Portugal without Constanza. In February of the year 1336 the marriage 
was celebrated at a convent in Evora. The bridegroom Pedro was present, as were his 
parents, but Constanza attended not in person but by proxy. Everyone then expected that 
Alfonso of Castile would release Constanza from captivity and allow her to travel to 
Portugal to be with her new husband, but no, he refused to do this and kept her prisoner in 
his castle. So Portugal declared war on Castile. The war ended up lasting for three years, 
until a peace settlement was brokered between the two kingdoms, with the assistance of 
the Papacy, in the year 1339. 
 
You might be pleased to hear that, as part of the peace settlement, Constanza was finally 
released from her Castilian castle and was able to travel to Portugal to meet her new 
husband. Unfortunately for Constanza, though, her entourage included a Galician 
noblewoman named Inês de Castro, from the powerful Castro family, who was a relative of 
Constanza and who was apparently a very good looking woman. In a fitting end to the 
drama, Pedro, upon meeting his new bride, fell deeply in love, not with Constanza, but with 
Inês. Inês, not Constanza, will end up being the love of Pedro's life, and they will have a 
bunch of children together, before Inês meets a very sticky end, but that's a tale for 
another day. 
 
With peace now having broken out between Castile and Portugal, Alfonso of Castile is 
keen to lead a force to Granada to take back Gibraltar from the Marinids. Join me next 
time as the Christians once again join forces to attack Granada. Until next time, bye for 
now. 
 
 
This podcast is powered by Patreon. If you can spare $1 per month and would like to 
support this podcast, go to patreon.com and search for “History of the Crusades”, or go to 
our website, crusadespod.com, and click on the Patreon link. Your $1 contribution will 
mean you get access to an extra episode every fortnight on topics related to the Crusades, 
and it means that you are powering the History of the Crusades podcast. Thank you to all 
who have signed up so far. 
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