
The History of the Crusades Podcast presents 
Reconquista: The Rise of Al-Andalus and the Reconquest of Spain 

Episode 126 
The Return of Navarre 

 
 

Hello again, and welcome to another year of podcasting. In our last episode of 2025 we 
saw the rise to power of three kings in the Iberian peninsula, all of whom were named 
Alfonso. By the year 1327 we had the oldest of the Alfonso’s, 36 year old Alfonso IV, ruling 
Portugal, while the decision of the heir to the crown of Aragon, James, to retire to a 
monastery saw his younger brother Alfonso crowned as King Alfonso IV of Aragon. King 
Alfonso of Aragon is 28 years old and is well equipped to rule. The newly widowed Alfonso 
of Aragon will marry Eleanor of Castile, who had been betrothed to his brother and had 
been raised inside the court of Aragon to become its queen, in the year 1329. The 
youngest of the Alfonso’s is the 16 year old King Alfonso XI of Castile. You would think, 
since he was an orphan and a teenager and the ruler of a kingdom which had been a 
hotbed of anarchy and dysfunction at the commencement of his rule, that Alfonso of 
Castile would be the least successful of the three Alfonso’s. Not so. We saw at the end of 
the last episode that some deft manoeuvring by young Alfonso of Castile saw him 
eliminate his two greatest political rivals, Juan de Haro and Juan Manuel. Juan de Haro 
was assassinated on the King's orders while Juan Manuel stormed off to the Kingdom of 
Aragon after King Alfonso broke off his betrothal to Juan Manuel's daughter. 
 
Now all this intrigue and political swordplay by Alfonso of Castile is taking place against a 
backdrop of Alfonso of Castile's wider territorial ambitions. Having managed to rapidly and 
effectively wrangle his kingdom back into shape, bringing it back from the brink of civil war 
to being once again an effective and powerful political entity, Alfonso of Castile's focus is 
now switching to his foreign policy. We should also note that the Kingdom of Granada is 
currently being ruled by a 10 year old boy, Muhammad IV, who is ruling with the assistance 
of his grandmother. Alfonso of Castile was keen to gather forces from across the Iberian 
peninsula, and maybe even further afield, with a view to launching a major military 
campaign against Granada. But at this point in time, so the end of the year 1325 when 
Juan Manuel had stomped off to Aragon, the other Alfonso’s were reluctant to commit to 
such a campaign. 
 
This was unfortunate, as Alfonso of Castile had correctly deduced that now would be the 
perfect time to strike the Kingdom of Granada. Granada's 10 year old boy King 
Muhammad and his 65 year old regent, his grandmother Fatima bint al-Ahmar, were 
struggling to hold on to power, with rival factions working to gain support with a view to 
overthrowing the boy King. In the year 1326 things came to a head, when one of the 
factions, led by a political figure named Muhammad ibn al-Mahruq defeated a rival faction 
and accrued enough power to challenge the young King. Muhammad ibn al-Mahruq 
convinced an uncle of Muhammad IV to return from exile back to Al-Andalus, and 
Muhammad ibn al-Mahruq declared this uncle to be the rightful sultan. The young king's 
regent grandma advised him to order Muhammad ibn al-Mahruq to be assassinated, which 
he did, and the contender's death did settle things down somewhat. Still, with internal 
unrest repeatedly erupting inside Granada, an invasion by the Christians might have 
succeeded, which was why Alfonso of Castile was pushing so hard to launch one. 
 
The marriage of Alfonso of Castile to one of the daughters of Alfonso of Portugal pushed 
Portugal over the line. With Portugal agreeing to join the campaign, Alfonso of Castile then 
lobbied Aragon, France, and Rome. By this time, Alfonso of Castile's rival, Juan Manuel, 



was in Aragon attempting to not only dissuade Alfonso of Aragon from joining Castile's 
crusade into Granada, but to convince him to make an enemy of Castile, presumably with 
a view to reducing the power of Alfonso of Castile, thereby creating a gap for Juan Manuel 
to reassert himself into a position of influence inside Castile. It didn't work. Instead of 
breaking with Castile, Alfonso of Aragon decided to tie himself and his kingdom more 
closely to Castile, which he achieved by marrying young Eleanor of Castile, who was 
Alfonso of Castile's sister, in 1329. The marriage pretty much signalled the death knell for 
Juan Manuel's plans, so he returned to Castile, cap in hand, humbling himself 
apologetically before Alfonso of Castile and pledging him his full support. 
 
By the year 1327 Alfonso of Castile had managed to convince the other Alfonso’s to join 
his campaign against Granada. He also had the support of the Papacy and the Kings of 
France and Bohemia, all of whom sent men to join what was now promising to be a major 
international campaign against the Muslims of Granada. 
 
Before we see how the attack on Granada panned out though, we are going to turn to a 
kingdom which has been absent from the narrative for quite a while, the Kingdom of 
Navarre, because after years lost in the French wilderness Navarre reasserted its 
independence in the year 1329. You might remember that this problem all came about 
back in the year 1274, when baby Joan of Navarre became the Queen of Navarre and 
Countess of Champagne at the tender age of one, after the death of her father. Navarre's 
neighbours took advantage of the fact that a baby was now ruling Navarre to attack it from 
all sides, prompting baby Queen Joan's mother, Blanche of Artois, to flee with baby Joan 
to the court of King Philip III of France, where they sought protection. Baby Joan never 
returned to Navarre. Instead, she married the heir to the French throne, who became King 
Philip IV of France. Navarre ended up being ruled by a series of governors who answered 
to the French crown. Successive French kings added the title of King of Navarre to their 
crowns while failing to visit or personally oversee their rule of the tiny Iberian kingdom, until 
the death of King Charles IV in the year 1328. 
 
King Charles was the last in the line of monarchs from the house of Capet. Since he died 
without leaving a male heir, his death sparked a succession crisis in France and in 
Navarre, as everyone tried to work out who had the best claim to the throne. In France, the 
issue was complicated. In Navarre though, thankfully, it was less so, as the crown of 
Navarre was quickly claimed by King Charles's niece Joan. Joan, who was 16 years old 
when her uncle King Charles of France died, was the granddaughter of King Philip IV of 
France and his wife Queen Joan of Navarre. As granddaughter to the woman whom 
everyone agreed had been the last true monarch of Navarre, and as her namesake, Joan 
ascended to the throne with the full support of the noblemen and the people of Navarre. 
Basically, shortly after the death of King Charles, the French governor who had been 
placed in Navarre to rule it on behalf of France was expelled from the kingdom, and the 
noblemen of Navarre declared Joan to be their rightful monarch. 
 
At this point in time, 16 year old Joan was married to her cousin, Philip of Evreux. When 
France resolved its succession issues by crowning Philip of Valois, who became King 
Philip VI, King Philip negotiated with Joan and her husband for them to be crowned as the 
rulers of Navarre in return for Joan renouncing her claims to the counties of Champagne 
and Brie. An agreement was reached, and Joan and her husband Philip were crowned as 
the King and Queen of Navarre at Pamplona in March of 1329, becoming King Philip III of 
Navarre and Queen Joan II. 
 



The good news moving forward is that both King Philip and Queen Joan will take an active 
interest in the affairs of Navarre, and Navarre will be ruled by and for the people of 
Navarre rather than on behalf of France. Part of the oaths sworn by the new King and 
Queen of Navarre at their coronation was a pledge to guard and preserve the laws and 
customs of Navarre and not to appoint, and I quote “foreigners, nor are familiars who are 
not natives born in the Kingdom of Navarre, to any office or service” end quote. 
 
While this did result in Navarre being administered by people who were actually from 
Navarre, and while it did sever the link between Navarre and the French crown, it didn't 
mean that the King and Queen of Navarre permanently resided in the kingdom. While it 
was true that they took an active role in ruling and seemed genuinely interested in the 
goings on inside the tiny kingdom, they mostly preferred to live in France. They will move 
back to France in the year 1331, rotating between their various land holdings in Normandy 
and in other regions of France, before returning to Navarre for a year in 1336. Interestingly, 
despite spending most of their reign in France, King Philip and Queen Joan achieved the 
accomplishment of managing to spend more time in the Kingdom of Navarre than any 
monarch since 1274. So, welcome back to the Kingdom of Navarre. 
 
Now let's take a look at Alfonso of Castile's crusade against Granada. The campaign 
began quite promisingly. In the year 1327 the crusading forces managed to capture 
several fortresses in the border regions of western Granada, and a further campaign in the 
year 1330 captured some additional strongholds. The success of these campaigns, and 
the fact that the Muslim defenders seemed to be struggling to push back against Christian 
advances, prompted the ruler of Granada, young Muhammad IV, to travel to Morocco in 
the year 1331 to enlist the aid of the Marinids. The Marinids, it turned out, were only too 
happy to help. The Marinid Emir dispatched an army to the Iberian peninsula under the 
command of his son, with orders to capture Gibraltar from the Castilians. The Marinids 
besieged Gibraltar and the strategically important port city surrendered to the Marinids, 
following a five month long siege, in June of 1333. 
 
The seizure by the Marinids of Gibraltar though seems to have thrown a spanner in the 
works of both the crusaders and the Granadans. Alfonso of Castile was so incensed by the 
loss of the city that he switched his focus from a wider crusade against the Kingdom of 
Granada on behalf of Christendom to being narrowly aimed at taking back Gibraltar for the 
Kingdom of Castile. This acted as a handbrake on the momentum of the crusade as a 
whole. The other nations and armies involved in the crusade gradually lost interest and 
returned home, while the king's obsessive focus on retaking Gibraltar even caused unrest 
inside the royal court, as factions which the young King had managed to suppress at the 
beginning of his reign sensed an opportunity to reassert themselves. One of the primary 
troublemakers back in Castile was Alfonso of Castile's ex-potential father-in-law, and 
recently returned exile from Aragon, Juan Manuel. 
 
Deciding that he needed to return to Castile to quash any dissent and to put Juan Manuel 
back in his place, Alfonso of Castile reached out to Muhammad of Granada. The two 
young leaders met in person during a lavish banquet. They exchanged gifts, then Alfonso 
of Castile offered to withdraw his troops from Muslim territory in return for Muhammad 
paying tribute to Castile. The proposal was accepted, along with a promise that trade 
between Granada and Castile could resume to everyone's benefit. With peace now settling 
over the region, Alfonso of Castile headed back to Castile while the now 18 year old 
Muhammad began his journey back to his seat of power. 
 



Now, you would think that the people of Granada would be happy that the Muslims had 
retaken Gibraltar and that the Christian crusaders had now withdrawn from Granada. Well, 
if you thought that, you would be wrong. The Marinids, who had been invited by young 
King Muhammad to the Iberian peninsula to defend it from the Christians, hadn't given 
Gibraltar back to Granada. Nope, they decided they were going to hold on to it for 
themselves. This infuriated a number of factions inside Granada who accused the young 
King of inviting a bunch of vipers to the kingdom in the form of the Marinids while also 
embarrassing the kingdom by having pledged fealty to Castile. So, as the young ruler of 
Granada was journeying back to the city of Granada from his meeting with Alfonso of 
Castile he was ambushed and killed, on the orders of one of the power players inside 
Granada. 
 
One of the dead leader's trusted advisers managed to escape the carnage and galloped 
back to the royal court in Granada, advising Muhammad's grandmother Fatima of her 
grandson's assassination. Fatima sprang into action and immediately began preparations 
to install Muhammad's younger brother, 15 year old Yusuf, as the new ruler of Granada. 
 
Join me next time as Yusuf begins his rule in Granada and as the Alfonso’s begin to get on 
each other's nerves in the Christian north. Until next time, bye for now. 
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support this podcast, go to patreon.com and search for “History of the Crusades”, or go to 
our website, crusadespod.com, and click on the Patreon link. Your $1 contribution will 
mean you get access to an extra episode every fortnight on topics related to the Crusades, 
and it means that you are powering the History of the Crusades podcast. Thank you to all 
who have signed up so far. 
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